
3909 S. Prairie Avenue                    December 2023 

Brookfield, IL  60513-2143 

 

Moving?   Please let us know your new address!   

Contact:  Dorothy Becker    

340 Lake Shore Drive North 

Barrington, IL 60010-3425   BeckerD9749@SBCglobal.net 

 

Check out our website: 

www.sokolspirit.org 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

We have had a very successful 2023 Sokol season and are preparing for our classes and events in 
2024. Thanks to all of you for your continued support to Sokol Spirit. Whether you signed up for 
class, volunteered at a fundraiser, supported the fundraiser, made a monetary donation or at-
tended a meeting or two, you have helped make a difference towards our success!  Thank you to 
our Building Management committee who keeps our building clean and safe and continuing to move 
forward with our improvement projects. Thank you to our Board of Instructors and all they do to 
keep our classes running smoothly all year long! Your time and dedication is truly appreciated. One 
last thank you to our Executive Board for all of your support and continuing to be active in Sokol 
and promoting our organization within the community. Mark your calendars for a few upcoming 
events in 2024. We have monthly unit meetings on the first Wednesday of each month beginning 

at 7:00 p.m. with a social followed by the meeting at 7:30 p.m. We will be hosting a pancake breakfast on Sunday, 
January 28th, 7:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. followed by our volleyball Flapjack tournament. All are invited to participate!  
Registration is now open for our 2024 Winter/Spring session which runs from January 8th - May 17th, 2024.  

I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Or as they say in the Czech language, 
Veselé Vánoce a šťastný nový rok! Enjoy the holiday season with your family and friends! We look forward to 
seeing you in 2024! 

    Nazdar! 

    Kathy Barcal 

Fr
o

m
 o

u
r 

 P
re

si
d

en
t,

 

Si
st

er
 K

at
h

y 
B

ar
ca

l 

Linda Baran, Editor                      6641 Powell Street Downers Grove, IL  60516               Email News to: Spiritnews@hotmail.com 

 

Important information from your financial secretary:  Letters requesting dues for 2024 are mailed.   
If you are an adult that signed up for a class or are a parent who has a child in a class, you probably al-
ready paid your 2024 dues and will not receive a letter. All others, remember that dues are owed by  
January 1, 2024. The new rate is $75 for a regular membership and $50 for a college student or a  
member with 60+ years of continual Sokol membership.   
 
Thanks for your prompt attention, 
 
Dorothy Becker, financial secretary  

mailto:BeckerD9749@SBCglobal.net


Winter/Spring 2024 Enrollment is OPEN!  

Visit sokolspirit.org to register.  Some of our classes fill up quickly, so be sure to get your spot! 

. 

 Registration is now open for our winter spring session.  

Session runs from 1/8 - 5/17.  

 Class Halloween Parties 

Goblins & Ghouls, Princesses and Pirates all came out to celebrate in their classes. 



 

Sokol Spirit Vendor Fair  

Our Vendor Fair on Saturday, November 11th was our largest one to date with 53 vendors!!  We appreciate all of 
the 

Vendors who continue to participate in our event. 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered with set-up and clean up.  A huge thank you to Sis. Carol Shrofe, Sis. Mary 
Novak and Sis Barcal for continuing to host this event every year. 

Thank you to everyone who came to shop or enjoy the delicious sloppy joes!! 

 
 

 

 



Our Tree is Trimmed!! 
Thanks to all who came out to make our Zoo 



They came, they waited and they tumbled.  What a great turn out for our event at Sokol Ta-

bor, November 18th, 2023 in the Turkey Time Competition. 







            Presenting the 2022/23 Czech Film Series 

Join us on the 3rd Friday of the Month 

for our Czech Film Series and World 

Beer Club!  The Czech films start at 7pm 

in our Czech classroom upstairs and 

with donation of $5 you get a free  

pilsner, pop, or water.  (Films have English Subtitles).   

January 21 Autumn Spring/ Babí léto 2001; 95 Minutes; PG-13 for language; Subtitles; Bittersweet Comedy in 
the Czech tradition; Vladimir Michalek’s Autumn Spring stars the great Vlastimil Brodsky (Closely Watched 
Trains; Jacob The Liar) as Fanda, an old man who refuses to grow up.  Despite pleas from his exasperated wife Emilie 
and son who want him to make some serious decisions about the future, he ignores their nagging and spends the 
days seeking amusement and adventure.  Aided by his pal and former theatre colleague.  Fanda keeps his acting 
skills sharpened by pretending to be a host of fascinating characters.   
  

February 18  Piemule; The Old Believers Documentaries 1983 (45 Minutes); 2001 (43 Minutes); Interview with 
producer/director Jana Sevcikova at Telluride, CO fill festival 2002.G; Subtitles; B/W; Piemule is about an ethnic 

group of Czechs which settled over a hundred and fifty years ago in the hills not far from Timisoara. The ances-
tor’s of today’s inhabitants, craftsmen and farmers, came to the Romanian highlands around the year 1822 

with their families for work and livelihood.  In the 17th Century religious schism occurred in Russia when 

Nikon was elected and reformed dogmas and rituals to unite Russian and Greek Orthodox churches...many 
challenged this as they felt it belittled traditions.  Those that suffered were called Old Believers. Some relo-
cated to China but were sent to Hong Kong, others to Australia, Brazil, Oregon and Alaska.  The documen-
tary follows a group some who fled to Turkey on the banks of the Danube Delta of modern day Roma-
nia.  They fled from a land between Germany and Bohemia, Czech Republic  
 

March 18 Private Century Part 1 and 2 of a Series of 8, hour-long films; 2009; PG 13 Female nudity; Subti-
tles; Home B/W movies; Jan Sikl edits together actual home-movie footage from the 1920’s to the 1960’s 
in order to chronicle the history of Czechoslovakia in the 20th Century.   
 

See more information about this film series, including April and May titles and descriptions, on our website. 

Czech Language Classes 2022 

Once again, we will be offering Czech Classes at Sokol Spirit. Participants 
will need to follow any safety protocols set forth by Sokol Spirit, includ-
ing masks and health screenings.  Based on CDC guidance and students, 
classes may be held via Zoom 

Basic Conversational Czech - Monday Mornings from 10AM to 11:30 

• Session II – 10 weeks, January 24 to March 28, 2022 - $160      

• Session III – 10 weeks, April 4 to June 13, 2022 - $160       

 Intermediate Conversational Czech – Wednesday Evenings 7PM to 8:30 

• Session II – 10 weeks, January 26 to March 30, 2022 - $160           

• Session III – 10 weeks, April 6 to June 15, 2022 - $160          

 Questions? Contact Vera Wilt – 708-268-9350 or czechclass@sokolspirit.org 

Classes are subject to minimum enrollment, 
and the schedule could change if it becomes 
necessary. Part-time participation is possible 
with advance notice and permission of the 
instructor at a pro-rated fee. 

Thank you for understanding that there may 
be circumstances beyond our control. 

A registration form is downloadable at Sokol-
spirit.org under the Education Tab, Czech 
Classes. 





 
 

 

April 19: Servants/ Sluhové, 2020, 80 minutes, B/W, Subtitles, PG Czechoslovakia, 1980.   

May 17: Anthropoid, 2006, 120 minutes, Subtitles, PG In December 1941  

More information about the whole line-up is on the Sokol Spirit website.  Sokol Spirit’s Education Committee 

reserves the right to change movies due to circumstances beyond their control. 

Don’t forget:  World Beer Club follows in the building’s lower level starting at 8pm! 

                  World Beer Club— January 19, February 16 

Join Sokol Spirit every 3rd Friday of the month as we enjoy the 

vast variety of the beers from around the world.  $10 cover charge 

per participant (must be 21 or older) includes a flight of 6 beers.  

Each month will feature beers/tasters from a different region or 

with a unique theme. Beers will be rated by all tasters.  Receive a 

punch card to earn a free flight.  Be part of the “Club”:   WBC 

glasses available:  $5.  If you haven’t joined us yet, give WBC a 

try!  You may enjoy the company more than the beer! :) 



Wheels Class—August 2023 



Recurring meetings              All members welcome to the Unit meeting! 

First Wednesday       Sokol Spirit Unit Meeting 7:30 pm 

Don’t forget to check in at the gym: www.facebook.com/sokolspirit  

December 2023/January 2024: 

December 18-January 7:  No Classes 

January 19:  Friday Film and World Beer Club 

January 28: Flap Jack Open 

January 28:  Pancake Breakfast 

 

On behalf of Sokol Spirit lead-
ership, we wish you and yours 
the happiest and healthiest 
holidays ever!  

See you in 2024! 

Save the dates: 

February 16:  Friday Film and World Beer Club 

February 24:  Trivia Night Event 

  

Watch for information on our website or by email.   

 Stay well everyone! 
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