
3909 S. Prairie Avenue                             March 2025 

Brookfield, IL  60513-2143 

 

Moving?   Please let us know your new address!   

Contact:  Dorothy Becker    

340 Lake Shore Drive North 

Barrington, IL 60010-3425   BeckerD9749@SBCglobal.net 

 

Check out our website: www.sokolspirit.org 
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Spring is in the air! Our winter/spring session is in full swing! Thank you for supporting 
Sokol Spirit and being a part of our Sokol family. 
 
All members are invited to attend our monthly meetings on the first Wednesday of every 
month starting at 7 p.m. with a social and the meeting at 7:30 p.m. The next meeting is 
Wednesday, April 2. Mark your calendars for our Czech movie series at 7 p.m. and Beer 
Club at 8 p.m. every third Friday of the month. The March date is Friday, March 21. 
 
We will be holding our annual spring show (also known as “Exhibition”) on Saturday, April 
12, 2025 at George Washington Middle School. Please come out and watch our participants 
perform in Sokol calisthenics and show off their gymnastic skills! All are invited to attend 
and then join us after back at the gym for a party in our lower hall. Food and refreshments 
will be available for purchase. We will have music and fun for everyone! Information is on 
the front cover. We hope you will join us. 

 
You can stay up to date about district events at www.cdsokol.com and information 
about American Sokol at www.american-sokol.org. 

Be sure to check out our website at www.sokolspirit.org  for upcoming events,  
making donations and our calendar.  Happy St. Patrick’s Day!    

“From the end spring new beginnings!”  (A quote by Pliny the Elder) 
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Fun Fair—February 15  

Superbowl Squares:  
Thank you  to everyone for sup-

porting this fundraiser, and 

thanks to Howie Maskill for 

making it great!  

Congratulations to winners 

Mark Shrofe, Kris Zahrobsky, 

Andrea Vachata, Debbie Rus-

sell, Anna McBarron, Robin 

Cetwinski, Tony Sanders & Lin-

da Baran! 

Shop Online at Ink Your 

Wear! 

You can now purchase 

Sokol Spirit merchandise from our store 

at Ink Your Wear! New  items are added 

often. You’ll sure to find something you 

and your family will want to get! Go to 

the Sokol Spirit homepage 

(sokolspirit.org), see “Buy Sokol Spirit 

Wear” in the center of the page, and 

begin your shopping!  

http://www.sokolspirit.org


Sokol Spirit Winter Show— December 20 

The Winter Show held on 

Friday, December 20 last 

year did not disappoint. 

The class participants pre-

pared a lot and took part in 

a great show. The audience 

really enjoyed it. Thanks to 

the coaches who helped 

prepare for this fun event. 

The after party was a great 

time as well. Below: Coach 

Lauren, you must have 

been on Santa’s nice list 

this year :). 

<— Trivia Night—February 22 

Thank you to everyone who came out to Trivia 

Night. Everyone had a great time testing their 

knowledge and enjoying time with family and 

friends. Congratulations to the Blue Team! <—

—-Thank you to Adam Wilt for chairing  a fun 

filled evening.  Also, thank you to Vera Wilt 

and Kathy Barcal for assisting with tabulating.  



                                           

 

   Happy birthday March and April birthdays! 

Pancake Breakfast and Flapjack Open—January 26 

Thanks to all of those who coordinated and volunteered for the Pancake Breakfast this year. Attendance was good; 

food was even better. Congratulations to the winners (below) of this year’s Flapjack Open.  

Are you lucky? Yes you are! Some of you are just a few miles away from the American Sokol Slet held this June 

in Chicago. For non-locals, there is still time to plan a trip. Maybe your luckier! A small number of Slet seals were add-

ed to random newsletters. If you got a  page of seals, congrats, and spread the word by using them in your corre-

spondence. Please read the information on the following insert about Slet events or visit www.americansokol.org. . It 

is sure to be a Slet to remember. I’ll be there -  hope to see you there! 



                     Membership Brunch—March 2           

Thank you to all who attended this year’s Membership Brunch, our annual event to honor our 

membership. We all enjoyed a Mardi Gras themed event! A special thank you to our Member-

ship Director, Howie Maskill, and his team for coordinating this event for all of us to enjoy. You’ll 

find photos of the honorees in attendance. In the left column is a list of all of the members cele-

brating milestone membership anniversaries. Those with a * were in attendance. Can you match 

the names and faces? Thank you again for your support of Sokol Spirit and we look forward to 

you joining us next year. 

 

 

5 years 

Michael Gonzalez 

Kathy Illingworth 

Megan Rossie 

Kevin Rutkowski 

Joyce Spreitzer 

Margaret Gilbert-
Ulrich 

10 years 

Kaitlyn Barcal 

Angelica Jewett 

15 years 

Alix Fron* 

Lauren Wilt* 

20 years 

Becky Maloney* 

Carolyn Morriss* 

Brandi Weyers 

25 years 

Linda Baran* 

Barbara Bossany 

Patricia Leja* 

Richard Leja* 

Marilyn Michyeta 

Casey Rocush* 

30 years 

Ken Nagel* 

Kandi Pajer 

C. J. Rocush 

35 years 

Regina McGuire 

Colleen Swinarski* 

40 years 

Angeline Bultas* 

Ken Kozelka 

Linda Makdah* 

Jill Ravnic 

Martin Umlauf 

45 years 

Bruce Rhoades 

Jerry Zitko 

50 years 

Jim Hantak* 

Sandra Morgan 

Arthur Placek 

Wendy Sanders* 

55 years 

Elizabeth Clark 

Blanka Flosman 

Marianne Ronquillo 

60 years 

Edwin (Spook) Halik Jr. 

75 years!!!! 

William Kostecki 



SOKOL SPIRIT, 3909 Prairie, Brookfield 

2025 EDUCATIONAL LINE-UP OF CZECH FILM CLASSES  
(English Subtitles) on the 3rd Friday of the Month to coincide with the Sokol Spirit World 
Beer Club which starts at 8pm!  The Czech films start at 7pm in our Czech classroom up-

stairs and with donation of $5 you get a free pilsner, pop, or water. Our Czech language instructor will be introducing 
you to all the film background and will be there to answer questions. This is our 11th season!  
 
March 21 Divided We Fall/ Musíme si pomáhat; 2000; 122 Minutes; Color; Czech with English subtitles; PG-13 Rating 
for some moderate profanity, a little violence, some mild sexual dialogue. The film opens in 1939 Czechoslovakia. 
Horst, a Czech-German Nazi collaborator married to a German woman, brings food to the invalid Josef and his wife 
Marie, who are Slavs. Josef hates the Nazis. When Josef finds David, who has escaped a concentration camp in Poland 
after first being sent to the Theresienstadt concentration camp in northern Bohemia, Josef and Marie decide to hide 
him in their apartment. Horst makes an unannounced visit, bringing presents as usual. Marie is ambivalent about their 
secret: On one hand she never misses an opportunity to blame her husband for bringing in the Jew, but on the other 
she is merciful and sympathetic with the poor kid locked in the closet day and night. 
 
April 18 Ice Mother/ Bába z ledu Family drama, current times; 2018; 106 minutes; Color; Czech with English subtitles; 
PG-13 Nudity. Hana lives alone in a big villa with only weekly visits from her two belligerent sons and their families to 
look forward to. Complete with nagging and passive aggressive arguments between her children, these weekly dinners 
are a family tradition no one dares change. Hana continues to live alone and selflessly care for her family until one day, 
while on a stroll with her grandson, Ivanek, she happens to rescue Brona, an affable ice swimmer with a hen for a best 
friend, from drowning. This encounter invigorates Hana and introduces her to a new hobby as well as an unexpected 
romance. 
 
May 16 I Enjoy the World With You/ S tebou mě baví svět; 1982; 82 minutes; Color; Czech with English subtitles; PG-
13 Child nude bath scenes. Three middle-aged men go for a vacation into the mountains with their children. How will 
they cope with their youngsters’ everyday needs without their wives? It seems like a well-told story, but the way 
Director Polednakova approaches the subject is simply charming. It truly is one of the most original sit-coms. Every 
character has got all the ingredients of a common man you meet on the street. They are not just one-dimensional 
comic figures. Polednakova will introduce every one of them in an inobtrusive way through many hilarious scenes…you 
will love them with all their good and bad sides. 

 
Sokol Spirit’s Education Com-
mittee reserves the right to 
change movies due to circum-
stances beyond their control. 

 

                       
             World Beer Club— March 21 (St. Pat’s theme), April 18, May 16, June 20 

 

 

                    

Join Sokol Spirit every 3rd Friday of the month as we enjoy the 

vast variety of the beers from around the world.  $10 cover 

charge per participant (must be 21 or older) includes a flight of 6 

beers.  Each month will feature beers/tasters from a different 

region or with a unique theme. Beers will be rated by all tasters.  

Receive a punch card to earn a free flight. Be part of the “Club”:  

WBC glasses available:  $5. If you haven’t joined us yet, give WBC 

a try!  You may enjoy the company more than the beer! :)  

March: Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with us! Sure to be fun! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czechoslovakia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theresienstadt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concentration_camp


It is with great sadness to inform you of the passing of  Bro. Marvin Lanzel on Saturday, February 1, 2025 surrounded 
by his family. Bro. Lanzel was 80 years old and was a member of Sokol for 32 years. Bro. Lanzel is survived by his wife, 
Chris, and his daughter, Alex (Johannes) Schulz and his grandchildren, August and Matilda; devoted son of the late 
Marvin and Helen; fond uncle and friend of many. Bro. Lanzel was a 4th generation member of the American Sokol and 
was  a member of Sokol Spirit and Chicagoland.  He was also a  member of the United Moravian Cultural Society. A cel-
ebration of life will be held sometime in the future. Please keep the Lanzel family in your thoughts and prayers.  
 

It is with great sadness to inform you of the passing of Bro. Robert Lee Nicklas on February 26, 2025 at the age of 
79. Bro. Nicklas was a member of Sokol for 62 years. He is survived by his wife, Carol Ann Schlehofer, his son Shawn R. 
Nicklas, daughters Tina K. (John) Konke and Lisa C. Campbell all of Valparaiso, 8 grandchildren, 11 great grand children 
and his sister Donna L. Orseno. Private family only visitation and services were held. Memorial donations in memory of 
Bro. Nicklas can be made to sokoltabor.org. Please keep the Nicklas family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

It pains us to share the news of the passing of Bro. Paul Lebloch, member of Sokol Spirit. 
Bro. Paul served the American Sokol proudly at the Unit, District, National and interna-
tional levels. His service included National Physical Director of Men, and President of the 
World Sokol Federation. His passion for our mission was admired by Sokols around the 
globe. At 91 years old., Bro. Paul was a member of Sokol for 73 years.  He was a mentor to 
many Sokol Brothers and Sisters over the years. His passion for Sokol's mission was ad-
mired by many and we will miss him dearly. Rest in peace, Bro. Paul. 

 
Bro. Adam and Sis. Lauren Wilt welcomed Theodore “Theo” Gary 
Wilt to the world on February 5, 2025 at 4:46pm. He weighed in at 8 pounds, 3 ounces and 21 
inches. He has already made a few appearances around Sokol and we love seeing him! Many 
Sokol aunts, uncles and grandparents join us in welcoming future Tot Theo to the Sokol family. 

Bro. CJ and Sis. Gina Rocush share that their daughters both made Illinois state competitions for  
girls’ wrestling. Mila (16, sophomore) made it to H.S. state competition in Bloomington. Audrey (12, 8th gr) competed 
in the Illinois Kids Wrestling Federation (IKWF) in Peoria and placed 3rd in state in the Novice division. Congrats! 

~ MEMORIAL FUND ~ 

In memory of Marie Novak  

from Carol Kala. . . . $50.00              from Carol Shrofe. . . . $50.00 

In memory of Jerry Zitko and Bob & Vera Barcal from Susan Zitko DôAndrea. . . . . $75.00 

In memory of all who have passed before us from Blanka Flosman. . . . $150.00 

Memorial Fund donations: from Elmer Kuloucek ($10), from Jacquie Rada ($25),  

from Lynne Goodridge ($45), from Chuck and Jan Kalat ($45), from anonymous (2)($50),  

from Peggy Ulrich ($500), from Gallagher ($500 company match). 

~ ADA  FUND ~ 

In Memory of Bro. Marvin Lanzel from John and Meribeth Tooke. . . $50.00 

Please send Memorial, Newsletter and ADA Fund donations to the address in the footer on the front page. 

http://sokoltabor.org/


Recurring meetings resume!  All members welcome to the Unit meetings! 

First Wednesday       Sokol Spirit Unit Meeting 7:30 pm  

March and April  

March 21: Czech Film Event 7pm, World Beer 

Club 8pm 

March 24-30: No classes 

April 12: Sokol Spirit Spring Show @ George 

Washington Middle School (Lyons). 4:30pm. Af-

ter party immediately following at Sokol Spirit.  

 

April 18: Czech Film Event 7pm, World Beer 

Club 8pm 

 

Save the dates: 

May 16: Czech Film Event 7pm, Beer Club 8pm 

May 17: Central District Gymnastic Competitions 

May 18: Central District Sokol Day, Lyons, IL 

Classes continue for an extra month for FREE for those partici-

pating in events for the American Sokol Slet in Chicago.  

June 20:  Czech Film Event 7pm, Beer Club 8pm 

June 25 ð 29: American Sokol Slet (Chicago) See 

insert for event schedule and more information 

 

3909 S. Prairie Avenue   

Brookfield, IL  60513-2143   

Donôt forget to check in at the gym: www.facebook.com/sokolspirit  
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