
Our 2026-2027 Sokol year started with our annual Oktoberfest on Saturday, September 12th! 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered and aƩended this event to support Sokol Spirit! We 
were fortunate to have great weather for the event! RegistraƟon is sƟll open for all classes. 
You can register from our website at sokolspirit.org. We are looking forward to a very fun, 
busy and exciƟng year ahead!  

Our classes will be having Halloween parƟes the week of October 26th. We are asking 
for donaƟons of candy for the goodie bags for the youth. We are in the process of geƫng 
ready for the trim a tree event at the Brookfield Zoo. All youth classes will be creaƟng 
ornaments for the tree. The tree decoraƟng will be on Saturday, November 7th. Further 
informaƟon to follow. Everyone is invited to come and decorate the tree! Thank you to our 
Board of Instructors for all of your Ɵme and hard work for our Sokol classes. 

Be sure to mark your calendars for the following events. Spagheƫ Dinner on Saturday, 
November 7th from 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Bring your family and friends for a delicious 
spagheƫ dinner! Start your holiday shopping early at our Vendor and CraŌ Fair on Saturday, 
November 14th. We will be accepƟng vendors and craŌers unƟl November 1st. We will also 
be having our annual wreath sale. You can order online directly from our website. Further 
details to follow about all of our events! 

Just a reminder that we have our unit meeƟng on the first Wednesday of each month. 
We have a social at 7 p.m. and the meeƟng begins at 7:30 p.m. All members are invited to 
aƩend. On the third Friday of each month we have our Czech Movie Series which begins at 7 
p.m. and our Beer Club which begins at 8 p.m. Check out our website for further details and 
dates. 

Nazdar!  Kathy Barcal, President 

“Autumn, the season that teaches us that change can be beauƟful!” ~ Heather Stillufsen 



      

2026 Gateway To The Future Grant 

The American Sokol FoundaƟon CommiƩee awards financial grants to support specific 
iniƟaƟves to units. This summer we replaced our boiler, pumping staƟon and a valve. A 

Gateway to the Future grant was submiƩed to the FoundaƟon CommiƩee to receive financial 
assistance for the new boiler. Sokol Spirit received $6,240 to be applied to our expenses for 
the removal of the old boiler and installaƟon of the new boiler and equipment. The project 
was completed at the end of August 2026. We are ready to start our new Sokol year with a 

new boiler!  Thank you to the American Sokol FoundaƟon CommiƩee for awarding this grant 
to Sokol Spirit! 

Welcome to the world Lorelei Louise Rini 
Born on 9/2/26 at 7lbs 14oz 

CongratulaƟons to Tricia and Adam and big brother 
Leo! 



We had a great Ɵme at our 16th Annual Oktoberfest! 



Summer events – getting the word out about Sokol Spirit 

From the Archives: It’s mushroom hunƟng season... 

Do you have your license yet? 



                  Holiday GreeƟngs 
Now is the Ɵme to send your Holiday greeƟngs or 
New Year’s wishes to your Sokol family and friends for 
inclusion in the December NewsleƩer! Turn in this form 
and your donaƟon of any amount: 

● Drop it in the mailbox at the gym 
● Mail to Howie Maskill, c/o Spirit News, 

206 Holly Ave, Darien, IL 60561 
● Or send your greeƟng via email to 

Spiritnews@hotmail.com and make your donaƟon 
at sokolspirit.org

Submit by November 30, and then watch for your 
greeƟng in the December newsleƩer! It’s that easy! 

Get in the Spirit of the Holidays with your greeƟng! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

GREETING (please write clearly): _____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM: __________________________________________________________________________ 

DonaƟon Amount: ____________ 

Please submit by November 30th. Thank you in advance for your donaƟon to Sokol Spirit! 

FALCON—A SOKOL SYMBOL 

The Sokol symbol is a Falcon. “Sokol” is the Czech word for Falcon. 

The Falcon is a bird known for its courage, endurance, lightning speed, sharp eyesight and 
love of great heights of it's blue skies. 

Thus it symbolizes the ideals of the organizaƟon: fitness, strength, heroism, freedom and 
high goals. 



WANTED: SECRET SANTA HELPERS to assist the Pillars Community (Nurse) Health 
Association, (pillarscommunityhealth.org) program in its 41st 
year with Rotary Club of LaGrange elves
(lagrangerotary.com). This is the local health service for our 
township. 

HOW: Contribute new gloves, scarves, earmuffs, etc., warm 
clothing for Ages 6 months to 18 years to the Sokol Spirit 
Giving Tree on the stage. Used, clean items can be 
contributed. The trees will be put up after Halloween. 

Please put a “from tag” with your first name only.  The final 
pick-up will be mid-December. All items will be collected and 
brought to the Secret Santa “Workshop”. Anything not 
utilized will be given to the free medical and dental clinics to 
use throughout the winter with youth clients. 

SPONSORSHIP: Sokol Spirit members, students, and friends have been collecting for this 
program for 26 years and is one of the top 10 not-for-profit Illinois corporations which 
provide items. 

WHY: To assist in supporting local parents who work hard to care for their families and 
children but may have no health insurance and visit the health clinic or use the health 
programs run by the association. This year more than 1,000 children have been identified.  All 
those associated with the Secret Santa program feel that helping parents and children share 
moments of celebration that make for new memories is part of the answer. Please join Sokol 
Spirit to express our support for this local charity. THANK YOU in advance for your support 
and making the Holiday Season merrier! 

SOKOL SPIRIT PRESENTS ITS 2026-27 EDUCATIONAL LINE-UP 
OF CZECH FILM CLASSES 

On the 3rd Friday of the Month. The Czech films (English SubƟtles) start at 7pm in our classroom 
upstairs and with donaƟon of $5 you get a free Pilsner, pop, or water. Our Czech language instructor 
will be introducing you to all the film background and will be there to answer quesƟons. This is our 
16th season!  

November 20 THE LAST RACE / Poslední Závod; 2022; 102 Minutes; 
Color; English subtitles; Rating: G. The drama The Last Race recounts the true story of 50 
km cross-county ski race in 1913, in the Giant Mountain peaks (also known as Krkonoše or Karkonosze, are 
located in the north of the Czech Republic and the southwest of Poland; The main ridge of the mountains 
runs from east to west, forming the border between the two countries) and two pioneers of Czech skiing, 
Bohumil Hanc and Václav Vrbata participating. The story's third hero is the German athlete, Emerich 
Rath. (On loan from the American Sokol Library, Illinois) 

Save these dates for our 2027 films
February 19         March  19 April 16 May 21   



SAVE THE DATE! 

Scan the QR code for more info

MEMORIAL  FUND DONATIONS            

                           
In Memory of  Joanne Bazata 

From William and Debra Adams
From John Bazata and family 

From Sandra Martinez and family
From Timothy and Marie O’Toole 

ADA  FUND DONATIONS
                                           

In Memory of Joanne Bazata, Elmer Kulousek, 
Frank Michalek, Charles Rocush, 

Arline Von Schwedler, EllenJeanne Schnabl, 
Mildred Schnabl and Candace Curran Short 

From Ellie Babka 

Thank you for your generosity!







Geocaching at Spirit 

Geocaching started in Oregon in the year 2000 and can be described as the world's largest treasure 
hunt with over 3 million caches worldwide with thousands of people parƟcipaƟng. Geocaches are 
mostly physical containers hidden in places not obvious to the public and can be found by GPS 
coordinates. Containers can range in the size of large plasƟc reusables to micro-sized canisters no 
bigger than one's thumbnail. All tradiƟonal caches have a log sheet where the finder would sign 
their geocache name (more on that later). Larger cache containers could hold swag which can be 
liƩle trinkets, plasƟc animals, sƟckers, coins, etc. Proper eƟqueƩe states that if you take some swag 
you replace it with an item of equal of greater value. 

There are many different types of geocaches, some make you use your brain or travel to another 
place to get a smiley face. When you log a find on the website you get a yellow smiley face, if you 
couldn't find it and log a DNF (Did not find) you get a blue frown face. This is important info because 
there might be an issue with the cache and the owner will have to address the situaƟon. 

My wife and I started geocaching in early 2024 and have 552 finds and 2 hides but there are cachers 
who have many more finds and have been doing it much longer, some with finds well into the 
thousands or ten-thousands. Our cache name is Ha Found Ya. Our first hide is located in the parking 
lot at our building and is named "Spirit of the Cache" (Pun intended). It is a plasƟc test tube with 
magnets aƩached so obviously hidden on something metal. 

When Paul Lebloch's personal items were available at
a Spirit event I took many small items like buƩons, key 
chains, pins, etc. which so far I've added to large 
geocache containers around our area plus Western and 
Central Illinois. At future trips to Iowa, Indiana and Ohio 
I'll include more of Brother Lebloch's items when 
possible. I think it's a great way to spread his legacy.

If anyone is interested go to geocaching.com where you 
can to register, become a member and supply a 
geocache name. There is also an app which is a must if 
you get serious about geocaching. 

If anyone wants more info Howie has my email address and can forward any quesƟons which I'll be 
happy to reply. 

Nazdar and cache on! 

Bro. Jim Hantak  

BUMP, SET, SPIKE! 

Come out and cheer on our men’s volleyball team this Fall at Sokol Spirit and Sokol Tabor on Friday 
nights. The season is already underway, and here are the remaining games:

Nov. 6 – 8:30pm @ Tabor Semi-finals Dec 4  - 8:30pm @ Tabor 

Nov. 13 – 9pm @ Spirit Finals Dec 11  - 8pm @ Tabor

Nov. 20 – 9pm @ Spirit SƟck around to socialize aŌer the games! 





Recurring meeting— First Wednesday of the month 
Unit Meeting 7:30 pm—All members are welcome 

Upcoming: Save the dates: 
October 30: Bohemian Bake & Share Night December 18: Winter Show
November 7: Brookfield Zoo Trim-a-tree December 18: Beer Club
November 7: Spaghetti Dinner February 20: Trivia Night 
November 14: Vendor Fair February 28: Pancake Breakfast 
November 20: Czech Film 7pm; Beer Club 8pm 

 

 

Follow us on social media 

Moving?   Please let us know your new address.  Contact:  Dorothy Becker 
BeckerD9749@SBCglobal.net  340 Lake Shore Drive North Barrington, IL 60010-3425    
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